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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant' s election without traverse of claims 1-12 and 23 in the reply filed on July 0 1 , 
2008 is acknowledged. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it discloses extra information 
([translation of the title . . . .) Deletion of this section is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dickson 
etal (4,137,031). 

Dickson et al teach an apparatus for making plastic article, comprising a mold, having a 
base portion (80), a pair of undercut forming molds (24 A), a counter-mold (50) cooperating with 
the undercut forming molds (24A) forming a cavity, a piston (52) penetrating the cavity, holding 
means, or support rings (24D-E) and transfer means or rotatable turret (36) for transferring the 
plastic article through different molding stations, wherein the base portion (80) and the counter- 
mold (50) are spaced apart when the undercut forming molds are opened and the article is 
transported to another station (col. 6, lines 7-15). 
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In regard to claims 2-3, wherein the undercut forming molds (24A) are constrained to 
move, or independently movable from the base portion of the mold (Figs. 3-6; 24, 80), and that 
the counter-mold (50) are capable of moving into and out of the undercut forming molds (24 A; 
Figures 3-6). 

In regard to claims 4-5, wherein the support rings (24D-E) and the rotatable turret (36) 
are capable of supporting and moving the molding article from one station to another station 
(Figure 1; col. 3, lines 24-30). 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Takashima et al 
(5,762,970). 

Takashima et al teach an apparatus for forming parision, comprising a base mold (34), a 
pair of undercut-forming mold (32), a counter-mold (33) having a piston movable into and out of 
the base mold (Figs. 5-6), parison receiving holders (7) with air suction units (col. 5, lines 1-14), 
and moving plates (3); wherein the undercut-forming mold (32) are splitable into two section 
(Fig. 4, 32) and engageable to the base mold (Fig. 6), wherein the mold and the counter mold are 
suitable for axial movement relatively with each other (Figs. 4-5). 

In regard to claims 4-5, wherein the holders (7) with the air suction units are equivalent to 
the pickup means for picking up, holding the preform (1) and transfer them to the moving plates 
(3) that will deliver to the mold device while taking the formed article (4) out of the mold (5; col. 

6, lines 7-26). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 6-12 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takashima et al (5,762,970) or Dickson et al (4,137,031) as applied to claims 1-5 above, and 
further in view of Franjo et al (6,176,699). 

Takashima et al and Dickson et al disclose an apparatus for thermo forming tubular 
articles having holding means as described above, but fail to disclose that the holding means 
comprises fingers secure to arm. 

Franjo discloses a parison handing device, having a handling device (10) attached to an 
arm (12)pair of opposed arms (22, 24) with each arm having at least a pair of gripping fingers 
(26, 28, 30) integrally mounted to the arms to prevent the hollow tubular plastic article from 
collapsing while transferring from one station to the other during the molding process. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
application's invention was made to provide Takashima or Dickson handing/holding means with 
devices having gripping fingers as taught by Franjo in order to prevent the tubular article from 
collapsing while transferring during the molding process. 

In regard to claims 8-12, Takashima discloses that the moving plate (3) comprising a 
control unit (col. 6, lines 24-26), wherein the moving plate is capable of being active and inactive 
and capable of moving from active position to inactive position and vie versa (col. 2, lines 65 to 
col. 3, line 22). It is noted that the intended uses or the operation of the device can not be used to 
determine the patentability of apparatus claims. A claim containing a "recitation with respect to 
the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
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claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus" if the prior art apparatus teaches all the structural 
limitations of the claim. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1987). Also, 
one of the ordinary skilled in the art would have motivated to position the holding means as 
appropriate place so that the apparatus would work properly. 

In regard to claim 23, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to 
provide Takashima or Dickson with anchoring pieces as taught by Franjo (62, 64,74,76) in order 
to improve the anchor and the support of the thermoplastic article by the grippers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THUKHANH NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1 136. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogenda Gupta can be reached on 571-272-13 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Y ogendra N Gupta/ 
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